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‘Your Country for Christ’ 
Multiplying Disciple-Makers 

Discovery Bible Reading Groups & Public Preaching! 
 
Public evangelistic preaching is the domain of the professional, while Discovery Bible 
Reading is simple, reproducible, anyone-can-do-it, at no cost! Both are important. Both 
hold a vital role in sharing the gospel. But how can they be the most effective?  
 
And how could Discovery Bible Reading groups be integrated with workshops, 
seminars, public evangelistic meetings, and church planting? How do they relate? 
 
It has been my privilege to preach thousands of public evangelistic meetings in many 
countries—to very small groups, and to thousands. This has been at the same time 
as teaching public and personal evangelism, equipping church planting teams in over 
60 countries, and cultivating Discovery Bible Reading groups for more than 25 years. 
 
There is a synergy between these three—Discovery Bible Reading groups, public 
evangelistic meetings, and multiplying church plants—that should not be missed!  
 
Research shows: four persons of peace equipped to share faith, can produce three 
Discovery Bible Reading groups that could transition into two new church plants.1 
 
Discovery Bible Reading is foundational to disciple making and was in PNG for Christ, 
described in the first of ‘Your Country for Christ’: Multiplying Disciple-Makers papers. 
 
DISCOVERY BIBLE READING GROUPS 
 
You do not need all the answers to facilitate a Discovery Bible Reading group. Few 
respond positively to an invite for you to give them Bible studies—with you the teacher, 
but in Bible reading you discover together—and your friends will enjoy participating.  
 
Even before making a full commitment to Jesus, they can facilitate Discovery Bible 
Reading groups with their friends and come to know Jesus as they go—allowing the 
Holy Spirit to be their teacher. 
 
Most today know little about Jesus, but reading the Gospel of Mark opens the way for 
them to learn of Him as well as share His story into their relational streams. Suggest 
the idea of getting together with friends or family to read and point them to a store or 
websites where they could buy or download a Bible. 
 
A Discovery Bible Reading group is a gathering of two or three friends. You might 
share a hot drink as you read. Provide each a copy of Discover Jesus—a compilation 
of the New Testament books of Mark, John and Acts, along with copies of the 
Discovery Bible Reading bookmark.  
 
 

 
1 Warrick Farah (ed), Motus Dei, William Carey Publishing, 2021, page 35. 
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Follow the process— 
 

• One reads the story. 
• Another reads the same story–in another translation if there’s one in the group. 
• Then one tells the story in their own words without looking at the text. 

 
In doing this, discussion starts—and continue with the 5 discussion questions— 
 

1. What is new to us? 
2. What surprises us? 
3. What do we not understand? 
4. What will we each apply/obey this week? 
5. Who will we share with–and what will we share, this week? 

 
• Pray for each other: Dear God, thank you for your Word. Help us to follow you.  
 
• If you do not understand something, don’t argue—you will read more. 

 
• Tell others of this Bible reading plan: 

 
Invite them to join you! 
Give each person a bookmark! 
Encourage others to form groups. 

 
• Plan the time to meet to read again, and when you meet ask each other— 

 
1. How did we go obeying (question #4)? 
2. How did we go sharing (question #5)? 

 
Then, follow this same process for the next story—this next time. 

 
Grow people by entrusting them to the Holy Spirit. Remember, people of peace usually 
take initiative and could be key to reaching and planting a church within their relational 
streams. Mentor and encourage these key people, even before they come to Jesus. 
Call, visit and spend time eating and sharing life with them. Learn of their progress 
and model Bible reading, spiritual discovery and personal application; but do not take 
over as the expert teacher, making them dependent upon you. 
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DISCIPLES are protégés, learners or apprentices to Jesus who multiply disciples by following His methods, cultivating His movement, preparing people for His coming. So a disciples is a person who in every way is becoming 
more like Jesus!

=_fU]U^dc�occur where disciples of Jesus mingle, sympathise, meet needs, invite and make disciples who multiply within their relational or community streams!

The Discovery Bible Reading method is simple 
 
Follow the bookmark outline. First, one person 
reads the prayer on the bookmark– 
 
• Pray: “Dear God, guide us as we read your 

Word. Thank you. Amen.” 
 
Then, start to read at the beginning of the 
Gospel of Mark—reading one story each time 
you get together. 
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After Mark, read the gospel of John. This gives opportunity to explore the doctrines 
or major teachings of faith for the gospel of John covers all biblical fundamentals. 
 
After John, read the book of Acts. This prepares new believers for their ministry of 
multiplying new disciples and planting new churches or households of faith. Acts tells 
of the birth of the church and is our manual for church planting. 
 
TEACHING & PUBLIC EVANGELISTIC PREACHING 
 
Discovery Bible Reading groups equip people to think and live theologically—that is, 
to apply what they learn about God to life (with Question #4, What will we each 
apply/obey this week?); and they equip new disciples as disciple-makers (with 
Question #5, Who will we share with–and what will we share, this week? 
 
And the process of sharing in Discovery Bible Reading is so simple and reproducible, 
that new believers can readily pick up on it and share faith. And the group environment 
provides support, pastoral care and encouragement for their spiritual journey. 
 
But there is an important role for the Bible teacher. Following the same Discovery 
Bible Reading method rather than academic-study approach, the stories of whole 
chapters could be read and discussed to introduce the ‘elementary teachings about 
Christ’ (Hebrews 6:1-3)—repentance, faith, baptisms, ‘laying on of hands’, resurrection 
and judgment. For example, the story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) or the woman of 
Samaria (John 4:1-42) illustrate repentance—the first elementary teaching.  
 
A skilled Bible teacher could introduce other chapters, for example: on prayer (Luke 
11:1-13), receiving the Holy Spirit (John 14:1-23) the second coming of Jesus 
(Matthew 24), or their relationship to other distinctive doctrines or teachings of Jesus.  
Regularly discuss, ‘How is the story of Jesus impacting your life and your circle of 
friends?’ It may not take long for the Holy Spirit to convict people to follow Jesus. It is 
usually about this stage that people ask to be baptized. 
 
The flow of the special messages of Revelation 14:6-13 (see the diagram on page 4) 
provides a frame for seminar teaching and public evangelistic preaching, with six 
phases of progression in growth and understanding— 
 

1. Their life context. 
2. The gospel of Jesus. 
3. Practical Christian living. 
4. Distinctive doctrines. 
5. Major prophetic themes. 
6. Equipping for their ongoing disciple making. 

 
By engaging with the groups, the teacher and evangelist can determine where people 
are on this continuum and speak to their journey, encouraging faith and growth. 
 
Public evangelists and seminar teachers have a vital role. With the complexity of 
life and competing worldviews today, a special teaching seminar or preaching series 
can best explain some distinctive Bible doctrines and prophecies, answer specific 
questions, and encourage commitment to Christ and baptism.  
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The flow of Revelation 14—a frame for evangelistic seminars and preaching 
 

 
 

It is critically important that all attending seminars or preaching events are integrated 
into Discovery Bible Reading groups—for their growth, witness and retention. Here 
are some suggestions— 
 
1. Bring together all Discovery Bible Reading groups in an area for a couple of weeks 

of seminars or meetings. If there are just a few groups, they could gather in a 
home or seminar room. This is a no cost method of public evangelism. 
 

2. If it is a larger media-advertised evangelistic preaching series (with hundreds or 
even thousands attending), be prepared to invite all attendees into new Discovery 
Bible Reading groups close to where they live or work. 

 
Ensure all who respond to invitations to follow Jesus and be baptised, are in 
Discovery Bible Reading groups before baptism. This is their support system. If 
they are not in such a small group, almost 100% of newly baptised people will 
backslide. It is not might. They will backslide!  
 
Paper #2 in this ‘Your Country for Christ’: Multiplying Disciple-Makers series is 
Retention: Holding New Disciples (a built-in plan) for if we do not plan how we 
will address this before we start, we are simply planning to multiply backsliders! 

 
3. Do not continue the seminars or preaching meetings for more than two weeks at 

a time and then encourage all to return to their Discovery Bible Reading groups. 
After some weeks/months in their groups a further seminar/evangelistic series 
could be added to support their spiritual journey, but care must be taken to ensure 
new believers do not become dependent on celebrity preachers.  

 
MULTIPLYING NEW CHURCH PLANTS 
 
Discovery Bible Reading groups easily transition to being new churches or households 
of faith. For every three groups formed, two new churches can be planted2—and 

 
2 Farah, ibid., 2021, page 35. 
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they provide the environment to hold new believers. Evangelistic seminars and 
meetings scheduled for when groups are ready to make this transition provide added 
impetus and guidelines for them to gather as a church.  
 
To equip Discovery Bible Reading groups on this journey work through— 
 
Conversation Guide 2: Planting Churches  
https://www.following-jesus.com/conversation-guides/planting-churches/ 
 
From this site you will find the Conversation Guides, you can download free the 
equipping videos and case-studies. Together you will reread the New Testament book 
of Acts—our manual for church planting; and learn how to use Discovery Bible 
Reading in your new churches—to equip all as disciple-makers, to multiply for groups 
and churches, and to cultivate a movement for God. 
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