“Your Country for Christ’
Multiplying Disciple-Makers
Connecting: The first steps! (Jesus’ method)

Jesus used the farming cycle to explain Kingdom activity. He said, “The Kingdom of
God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground” (Mark 4:26). And the five
activities of the farming or gardening cycle illustrate the five tasks of disciple-makers—

Preparation.

Sowing gospel seed.

Cultivating the plant’'s growth.

Harvesting or gathering new disciples.

Multiplying disciple-makers—for a movement (Mark 4:26-29).
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Every task is vital, but like farmers we love celebrating the Harvest. Denominational
reporting focuses on the excitement of the harvest, with the impression given that tens
of thousands of baptisms result from a weekly prayer gathering and two-weeks of
public evangelistic meetings—following a big community event in the week prior!

o But those involved at

@ local level know that a
good harvest only ever

results from intense

work in—

e Preparation,

e Sowing and

e Cultivation.

1 Prepare

And a Harvest of even
thousands is not to be
the end focus. Disciples
are to be gathered to be
equipped for
Multiplication.

When a boy | heard some old farmers telling of the visit of a young city pastor. Admiring
the farm but unsure what to say for he had not been on a farm before, the young pastor
said, “God has really blessed this farm!"—to which the old farmer responded, “You
should have seen it when God had it on His own!”

This response might sound a little irreverent, but it is entirely consistent with what Jesus
said. There is a work for the farmer to do, that God blesses. And, if there is no intense
and systematic Preparation, Sowing and Cultivation—there will be no miracles of God
at Harvest time. And if there is no plan for Multiplication, there will be no further crop
next year!



Jesus gave specific training for disciple-makers (in Luke 10), and by placing this as an
overlay on His harvest cycle parable (in Mark 4) we gain practical insights into the first
phases of Preparation and Sowing gospel seed—with instruction on Connecting:
who to connect with, how to connect, and how to transition from meeting needs to
sharing the gospel.

For PREPARATION Jesus identified 4 specific things to do —

. Form teams.

Identify the places where He wants us to go.

Pray for more harvesters to work in your area.

Connect with persons of peace—key people in God’s Kingdom movement!
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Conversation Guide 1: Multiplying Disciples
equips in the Preparation needed and the steps for Connecting—to transition from contact to
Sowing. See https://www.following-jesus.com/conversation-guides/multiplying-disciples/.
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For CONNECTING Jesus shared 3 essential steps to transition to SOWING gospel seed.
This is where many denominational and local church aid programs struggle. Needs are
met, but the gospel is not shared. And these three steps address the challenge for
believers: how do we transition everyday conversations to sharing faith? —

1. Eat their food—and listen to their story. Jesus said this is the first step. Being
invited to eat their food or share a hot drink, brings you into their lives. Then
listen rather than speak and learn of their struggles and challenges. You cannot
move to the second step of healing unless you have heard their needs!

2. Heal them—and share your story of trust in God. This is where you meet
their needs. You provide healing by giving support, encouragement, guiding
them to professional help—and praying with them. When you pray be focused
and brief—and in 3-4 sentences share your story as a bridge to God’s story!


https://www.following-jesus.com/conversation-guides/multiplying-disciples/

3. Introduce God’s story—of love, care and concern for them. Your story of
faith illustrates God’s care and is the bridge sharing God’s love for them. He is
not a Father Christmas but cares for them, accepts them just as they are, will
save them for eternity, and wants to walk with them every day.

These steps should not be rushed, but nor do they need to take a long time. Transition
from their needs and healing to your testimony of God'’s care (in 3-4 short sentences)
and then to God’s story of love. It is a process that opens opportunities to share.

Share the good news that God entered this world and revealed Himself in Jesus. This
is where you could suggest reading a Gospel. Mark is a good place to start. It is short,
easy to read, and a great introduction to Jesus—and to Discovery Bible Reading.

The very first step of evangelism is eating food or drink offered to you by another,
which draws you into their lives and culture. This gives the opportunity to listen to their
story. The second step is to meet their needs, to bring healing to their brokenness—
and to share your experience of God’s care. This is the bridge this sharing God'’s story.

If you listen carefully, providing support and

healing—and a brief focused prayer for

JESUf s them—many will be open to the suggestion

that “perhaps we could read a short Gospel
and learn more together about Jesus.”

Offer the person a copy of Discover Jesus—
a compilation of the gospels of Mark and
John, and the New Testament book of Acts—
and several copies of the Discovery Bible
Reading bookmark.

Some will want to explore on their own. Others will agree to the idea of catching up to
read together—“perhaps starting next week”!

In the next of this ‘Your Country for Christ’: Multiplying Disciple-Makers series we
unpack # 4. Essential: Discovery Bible Reading Groups—in which you will discover
that all believers could facilitate of lead these groups. It is a simple, reproducible, no
cost, anyone-can-do-it method of sharing Jesus, reading the Bible and making
disciples. It is something you can do!
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